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Robert Mellers within three weeks then next following;  in
which piece of kersey a fault of workmanship was dis-
covered ;   whereupon John Sainton and Robert Strelley,
then being wardens and masters of the whole craft of Fullers
within the town of Nottingham, surveyed that fault, and
thereupon . . . decided that the aforesaid William Nicholson
should lose his whole work upon the aforesaid piece of
kersey and should receive nothing for his labour " x.    Even
more striking was the custom at Plymouth, where the gild
seems to have shouldered direct responsibility for ill-wrought
work.     If " the craft admit any man to be one of the said
occupation and craft, and he happen to destroy or mar any
manner of garment for lack of understanding and non-cunning
in that behalf, that then he or they so hurt or grieved shall
warn the masters " and they " shall pay and content for
the   garment ... so   destroyed " *.    The  records  of the
London Carpenters illustrate the procedure adopted when
a customer appealed to the court of the gild for redress.
In  1552  Sir Edward North  complained  against  William
Mortimer ' for the making of a house in Ivy Lane ' ;   six
* daysmen ' and an umpire were appointed, but the nature
of the award is not stated.    In 1563 it is recorded how " at
this court was a matter ended between Mr Halliwell and
Robert Pegot, carpenter, for a certain work done by the
same Robert Pegot in Mr Halliwell's house, and two honest
men of the company were appointed to see what that work
was worth to be done for the stuff and workmanship belong-
ing to the same, and they say it was worth no more but
75. id., whereas the said Robert Pegot hath received I2S. 46.
and so must pay unto Mr Halliwell "  the balance.    The
award was here in the customer's favour ;   and on another
occasion also (1556) a case tried in court " between John
Cook and a merchant man in Thames St. for the ill work-
manship of window that the same John Cook did " resulted
in a fine of ten shillings 3.    " Nor could the suitors at this
1 Records of Nottingham, iii. 138 (1517).
* Hist. MSS. Comm. gth Rep. part i. App. 274.
5 Marsh, Records of the Carpenters' Company, iii. 47 (1552), 59 (1556), 77
(I5&3).